T he participants, who came from a variety of American universities, as well as the University of London and the American University of Beirut, addressed topics as diverse as courtly themes in Sufi poetry, mystical theology, the role of animals in constructing theories of human society, the political signifi cance of occult sciences such as lettrism and astrology, the construction of royal shrines on the model of Sufi shrines, and the use of Sufi forms of sociability to structure relations at court. O ne persistent theme was theorization and expression of sovereignty. In particular, a number of participants addressed the consequences of the Mongol and Timurid invasions in creating a crisis in the traditional Islamic models of sovereignty. The many competing post-Mongol dynasties were obliged to invent new ways theorizing the role of the sovereign, a challenge the proved particularly fertile for political theory in this period. R eading Palestinian business periodicals, records, and correspondence, Sherene Seikaly reveals how capital accumulation was central to the conception of the ideal "social man." Here we meet a diverse set of charactersthe man of capital, the frugal wife, the law-abiding Bedouin, the unemployed youth, and the abundant farmer-in new spaces like the black market, cafes and cinemas, and the idyllic Arab home. Seikaly also traces how British colonial institutions and policies regulated wartime austerity regimes, mapping the shortages of basic goods-such as the vegetable crisis of 1940-to the broader material disparities among Palestinians and European Jews. Ultimately, she shows that the economic is as central to social management as the political, and that an exclusive focus on national claims and confl icts hides the more complex changes of social life in Palestine.
-Sherene Seikaly, Department of History, UCSB
